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referred my case to your justice, except to remark on the encreaseci dissagrec-
abieness of my situation from my being obliged to remain at the request of the
gentlemen of'Council as noticed in the duplicate. By this I am now shut up
for the rains, as the season is too far expired to think of going to Bombay till
after the rains even if Lord Clive was soon to arrive, but of whom we yet hear
nothing. 1 am however very happy that your affairs are so likely to be bene-
fited bv my stay at so critical a juncture, and which might otherwise have been
thrown into the utmost confusion.
2.    You have in our General Letter from the Publick and Secret Depart-
ments, an account of your affairs here, however, it may be necessary by way
of elucidation for me to say something on some points, and which gives you
the trouble of this letter.
3.    You will sec that the warr with Suja O Dowla is nearly brought to an
happy period, by its being I believe, out of his power to give you any material
disturbance.   He is dispossessed of the principal part of the country he held,
and his forces will never, 1 hope, make head again with any effect, and when
General Carnac possesses himself of Lucknow,1 which I make no doubt a few
days will effect, he will then have no footing left.   His troops are mostly dis-
persed and disheartened and many have abandoned his party and come over
to the King, who is going to, and will now be settled in Eliabad, and be put in
possession of Suja O Dowla's country on the terms of treaty.   When we have so
done, there end our engagements with him, and there they ought to end, for
I cannot but think that more distant engagements would at last prove ruinous
to your affairs, and shall not therefore be adopted by me, nor I hope by those
that may hereafter succeed to the management of your affairs.
4.    The King thus seated and countenanced by us, we have reason to believe
will be able to support himself without any way involving us.   Our plan is to
leave him there as soon as we can and return to the frontiers of these provinces
or rather in the Gazipore country assigned to you as you will see in our advices,
for you must always canton troops so as to cover these provinces at all times,
and they should be a large proportion of your troops, not only as a more health-
ful! situation, but as necessary to preserve your influence in these provinces
likewise.   The King so situated will be a good barrier to this country, and we
shall not need to apprehend from him.
5.    You will please to observe that this warr with Suja O Dowla has never
been a matter of choice, but of absolute necessity, and the same holds good
respecting the treaty with the King. It would have been prudent in us, and
it was our desire not to have entirely ruined Suja O Dowla, but to have had him
rather a barrier between us and other powers, could we have once brought him
to a conviction that it was his real interest to have been on friendly terms with
us. You will see in the course of our proceedings that this was our desire even
after the battle of Buxar, but he continued obstinate, and this we were also
led to, in order to avoid engagements with the King, but when he slighted all
overtures, and any receeding on our part seemed to produce the contrary effect,
your interest compelled us to set the King's power against his, and convince
the empire we were not determined to destroy the Mussulman power, which
was artfully insinuated, and which our not receiving the King would have but
confirmed, and (however absurd), established a belief that our real views were
to wrest the empire from their hands.